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SERIAL NO.: 09/322, 594 GROUP ART UNIT: 3722 

FILING DATE: May 28, 1999 ATTY. DKT . NO.: USA-P-99-005 

<b 0 

INVENTION: "INTEGRAL VARIABLY PRINTED SERVICE MAILING 

ASSEMBLY AND A METHOD FOR USING THE SAME" 

Asst. Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

APPELLANTS APPEAL BRIEF 

SIR: 

This Appeal Brief is submitted in support of the Notice of 
Appeal filed on September 11, 2001. The Appeal was taken from 
the Final Rejection dated June 4, 2001. 

I . REAL PARTY IN INTEREST 

Glenn Petkovsek is the real party in interest as the 
inventor of this application. No assignment has been filed or 
recorded in the U.S. Patent Office regarding ownership interest 
of this application. 

II . STATUS OF CLAIMS 

Claims 1-20 are pending in this patent application. A copy 
of the claims is appended hereto as the Appendix. The Final 
Rejection, dated June 6, 2001, finally rejects Claims 1-20. A 
copy' of the Final Rejection is appended hereto as Exhibit A of 
the Supplemental Appendix. 



3 



Ill . STATUS OF AMENDMENTS 

All amendments have been entered in this patent application. 
Appellant's request for reconsideration after Final Rejection was 
considered by the Examiner. No amendments were made in response 
to the Final Rejection. 

IV. SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention generally relates to a form for 
mailing an article requiring delivery by a special service. More 
specifically, the present invention relates to an integral 
special service mailing assembly for mailing an article requiring 
delivery by a special service having a return receipt postcard 
and a label indicative of the special service completely 
contained within first exterior sides that define the first 
return postcard and a method for using the same. 

Referring now to Figures 7-9, the mailing assembly 100 
includes a first layer 102 and a second layer 104. The first 
layer 102 includes a plurality of separable parts including a 
return postcard 108 having an integrally formed designator 
section 110. The return postcard conforms with requirements for, 
for example, United States Postal Service Form 3811. The 
designator section 110 includes information necessary to comply 
with requirements for, for example, United States Postal Service 
Forms 3804, 3806, 3813, 3856 or the like. (Page 15, lines 1-14) 
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The designator section 110 includes a first area 112 that 
is distinctly colored from a remainder of the area. For example, 
the color of the first area 112 may be green to designate the 
generally recognized color for certified mail or may be brown to 
designate the generally recognized color for return receipt for 
merchandise, or the like. Within the first area 112, wording 
areas 114,116 may be provided to specifically denote the type of 
special service for which the mailing assembly is to be 
implemented. An article identifying number area 118 is provided 
within the designator section 110 to provide, preferably, a 
machine readable number associated with the mailpiece. This is 
particularly useful for tracking of the mailpiece before, during 
and after delivery by the special service. (Page 15 and 16, lines 
28-11 ) 

A special instruction area 120 is also incorporated within 
the designator section 110. Both the article identifying number 
area 118 and the special instruction area 120 have a distinctly 
colored background to improve the machine readability of the 
information within these areas. The special instruction area 120 
may include, for example, specific instructions such as 
"RESTRICTED DELIVERY", "ADDRESSEE'S ADDRESS REQUESTED", "RETURN 
RECEIPT REQUESTED" or the like. The return postcard 108 includes 
other information generally required within specific sections, 
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such as sender information area 122, article addressee area 124, 
recipient name area 126, recipient signature area 128, date 
received area 130, machine readable document control area 132, 
and addressee address area 134. (Page 16, lines 12-26) 

Referring now to Figs. 10-12, the mailing assembly 220 may 
include an additional designator section 222 that substantially 
repeats the information in the designator section 210 for 
additional usage on the mailpiece on which the mailing assembly 
200 is implemented. (Page 18 and 19, lines 31-4) 

V. THE ISSUES ON APPEAL 

1. Would Claims 1-15 have been obvious under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) 
to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
Appellant's invention in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,697,648 to 
Petkovsek? 

2. Would Claims 16-20 have been obvious under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) 
to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
Appellant's invention in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,664,725 to 

Walz? 

VI . GROUPING OF CLAIMS 

Appellant argues for the patentability of independent Claims 
1, 13 and 16 separately and apart from one another. Appellant 
does not argue for the patentability of Claims 2-12, 14, 15 and 
17-20 separately and apart from their respective independent 
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- claims. 

VII. ARGUMENTS 

The present invention provides an assembly and a method for 
using same for mailing an article requiring delivery by a special 
service, such as certified mail, insured mail, register mail, 
COD, return receipt for merchandise and the like. Independent 
Claim 1 defines a special service mailing assembly with a backing 
sheet and a first mailing form removably attached to the backing 
sheet by an adhesive. The first mailing form includes a first 
return postcard integrally formed with a first designator section 
indicative of a special service. The first designator section 
is completely contained within first exterior sides that define 
the first return postcard. A second mailing form, removably 
attached to the first mailing form by the adhesive, includes a 
second return postcard integrally formed with a second designator 
section indicative of the special service. The second designator 
section is completely contained within second exterior sides that 
define the second return postcard. 

Independent Claim 13 defines a method for preparing a 
mailpiece for delivery by a special service. The method 
comprises the steps of: providing a backing sheet and a first 
mailing form including a first return postcard removably attached 
to the backing sheet wherein the first return postcard is 
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• integrally formed with a first special service designation 
section. The first special designation section is completely 
within exterior sides that define the first return postcard. 
Further, the method requires providing an area within the return 
postcard wherein variable information is printed. Still further, 
the method requires providing a second mailing form which 
includes a second return postcard removably attached to the 
backing sheet. The second return postcard is integrally formed 
with a second special designation section, and the second special 
designation section is completely within exterior sides that 
define the second return postcard. Still further, Claim 13 
requires printing information relating to the special service 
delivery of the mailpiece on the area within the return postcard 
and removing the first mailing form from the backing sheet. 
Finally, Claim 13 requires attaching the first mailing form to 
the mailpiece to effect delivery of the mailpiece by the special 
service . 

Independent Claim 16 defines a mailing assembly for 
preparing a mailpiece for delivery by a special service. A first 
mailing form with a first return postcard and a first anchor 
portion removably attached to the first return postcard are 
required. The first anchor portion has an adhesive on a backside 
of the first anchor portion, and the first return postcard has 
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no adhesive. A first backing strip is received over the adhesive 

on the backside of the first anchor portion. A second mailing 

form has a second return postcard and a second anchor portion 

removably attached to the second return postcard. The second 

anchor portion has an adhesive on a backside of the second anchor 

portion, and the second return postcard has no adhesive. Claim 

16 further defines a second backing strip received over the 

adhesive on the backside of the second anchor portion. Finally, 

Claim 16 defines a first designator section indicative of a 

special service contained within exterior sides of the first 

return postcard. The first designator section is integrally 

formed with the return postcard. 

A. THE CITED REFERENCE AND REJECTION OF CLAIMS 1 AND 13 
UNDER 35 U.S.C. S103 (a) AS BEING UNPATENTABLE OVER PETKOVSEK 

Claims 1 and 13 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as 

being unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 5,607,648 to Petkovsek. 

(hereinafter "Petkovsek" , a copy of which is attached as Exhibit 

B of the Supplemental Appendix). The Final Rejection (a copy of 

which is attached hereto as Exhibit A of the Supplemental 

Appendix) states: 

Petkovsek discloses in Figs. 1, 2 and 6, a mailing 
assembly comprising a backing sheet (11), first and 
second mailing forms (10a and 10b) removably attached 
to the backing sheet by an adhesive (Col. 6, lines 21- 
25) and separable by a tear line (60) wherein the 
forms includes a first return postcard (18) integrally 
formed with a designator section (24) which is 
contained within the first exterior sides (29a and 
33a) that define the postcard; wherein the first 



mailing form (10a) is removably attached (60) to the 
second mailing form (10b); wherein the second mailing 
form (Fig. 6) has a second return postcard (18b) 
integrally formed with a second designator section 
which is contained within the second exterior sides of 
the second return postcard. 

(See Final Rejection, page 3.) 

B. CLAIMS 1 AND 13 ARE NOT OBVIOUS UNDER 35 U.S.C. $103 (a) TO 
ONE HAVING O RDINARY SKILL IN THE ART IN VIEW OF PETKOVSEK 

With respect to the rejection under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) of 
Claims 1 and 13 as being unpatentable over Petkovsek, Appellant 
respectfully submits that the claims of the present invention are 
patentably distinct from Petkovsek. 

On page three of the Final Rejection, the Examiner stated 
that Petkovsek discloses a designator section which is contained 
within the first exterior sides that define the postcard. 
Appellant respectfully submits that the statement by this 
Examiner is in error. Moreover, on page three of the Final 
Rejection, the Examiner stated that Petkovsek discloses a second 
mailing form, a second return postcard and a second designator 
section contained within the exterior sides of the second return 
postcard. Appellant respectfully submits that this statement by 
the Examiner is in error. 

Petkovsek does not teach or suggest a designator section 
indicative of a special service contained within the exterior 
sides of a return postcard. Instead, Petkovsek merely discloses 
a special service indicator section (see Fig. i, (15)) outside 
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of the exterior sides of the return postcard. In fact, the 
special service indicator in Petkovsek is located on a label (see 
Fig. 1, (12)) rather than on a return postcard. In the Final 
Rejection, the Examiner erroneously refers to the bar code in 
Petkovsek as a designator section indicative of a special 
service. On the contrary, the bar code section merely aids in 
the tracking of the article being delivered. The bar code does 
NOT provide an indication of the special service. Therefore, 
Petkovsek does not disclose a designator section within the 
exterior sides of the return postcard as defined by Claims 1 and 
13 . 

In the Final Rejection, the Examiner stated "[I]t would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have any desirable indicia in the 
designator section since it would only depend on the intended use 
of the assembly and the desired information to be displayed. 
Further, it has been held that when the claimed printed matter 
is not functionally related to the substrate, it will not 
distinguish the invention from the prior art in terms of 
patentability." (See Final Rejection, page 4) 

However, Petkovsek does not provide a designator section 
contained within the exterior sides of a return postcard as 
required by Appellant's claims. Appellant submits that it would 
not have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 



time the invention was made to provide a designator section 
contained within the exterior sides of a return postcard. 
Moreover, the designator section is critical to the construction 
of the assembly and its method of use. More specifically, the 
designator section contained within the exterior sides of the 
return postcard allows multiple forms to be placed on a single 
sheet. This construction simplifies use of the form to complete 
preparation for delivery of an article by a designated special 



service . 



Moreover, Petkovsek does not teach a second mailing form 
that is removably attached to the first mailing form that 
includes a second return postcard integrally formed with a second 
designator section indicative, of the special service that is 
contained within second exterior sides that define the second 
return postcard. A second return postcard with a second 
designator section may, for example, provide the sender with a 
record of the special service used for a mailpiece as well as 
amount paid for that special service, thereby facilitating better 
records for the mailing process. 

It is submitted that the question under §103 is whether the 
totality of the art would collectively suggest the claimed 
invention to one of ordinary skill in this art. In re Simon, 461 
F. 2d 1387, 174 USPQ 114 (CCPA 1972). 

That elements, even distinguishing elements, are disclosed 



in the art is alone insufficient. It is common to find elements 
somewhere in the art. Moreover, most, if not all, elements 
perform their ordained and expected functions. The test is 
whether the invention as a whole,, in light the teaching of the 
reference in its entirety, would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made. 
Connell v. Sears, Roebuck & Co., 722 F.2d 1542, 220 USPQ 193 
(Fed. Cir. 1983). 

With the analysis of the deficiencies of Petkovsek in mind, 
as enumerated above, no reason or suggestion in the evidence of 
record exists why one of ordinary skill in the art would have 
been led to modify Petkovsek in the manner suggested by the 
Examiner in formulating the rejection under 35 U.S.C. §103. 
Therefore, prima facie obviousness has not been established by 
the Examiner as required under 35 U.S.C. §103. 

In view of the foregoing, the rejection of Claims 1 and 13 
under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) is improper and should be withdrawn. 
Notice to that effect is requested. 

C. THE CITED REFERENCE AND REJECTION OF CLAIM 16 UNDER 35 
U.S.C. gl03fal AS BEING UNPATENTABLE OVER WALZ 

Claim 16 stands rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as being 

unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 5,664,725 to Walz (hereinafter 

"Walz", a copy of which is attached as Exhibit C of the 

Supplemental Appendix). The Final Rejection states: 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 



the art at the time the invention was made to have any 
desirable indica in the designator section since it 
would only depend on the intended use of the assembly 
and the desired information to be displayed. Further, 
it has been held that when the claimed printed matter 
is not functionally related to the substrate it will 
not distinguish the invention from the prior art in 
terms of patentability. Also, in the present case, 
there appears to be no new or unobvious structural 
relationship between the printed matter and the 
substrate . 

(See Final Rejection, page 5.) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to include 
any desirable amount of mailing forms with postcards 
and anchor portions, since it has been held that mere 
duplication of the essential working parts of a device 
involves only routine skill in the art. Furthermore, 
it would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
omit the adhesive on the underside of the postcard, 
since it has been held that omission of an element and 
its function in a combination where the remaining 
elements perform the same function as before involves 
only routine skill in the art. 

(See Final Rejection, pages 5 and 6.) 

D. CLAIM 16 IS NOT OBVIOUS UNDER 35 U.S.C. 5103(a) TO ONE 
HAVING ORDINARY SKILL IN THE ART IN VIEW OF WALZ 

With respect to the rejection of Claim 16 under 35 U.S.C. 
§103(a) as being unpatentable over Walz, Appellant respectfully 
submits that the claims of the present invention are patentably 
distinct from Walz and are in allowable form for the reasons that 
follow. 

Walz does not teach or suggest a first designator section 
indicative of a special service contained within exterior sides 
of the first return postcard as required by Claim 16 of the 



14 



present invention. 

On the contrary, Walz merely discloses a single multi-part 
mailing form having two superimposed sheets of material wherein 
detachable areas of the upper sheet are detached and secured to 
an item to be mailed, and the sections of the sheets are 
separable from one another. One of the separable sections 
includes a return postcard. Nowhere in Walz is a designator 
section provided within exterior sides of a return postcard as 
required by Claim 16. 

Again, the question under §103 is whether the totality of 
the art would collectively suggest the claimed invention to one 
of ordinary skill in this art. In 're Simon, 461 F. 2d 1387 , 174 
USPQ 114 (CCPA 1972 ) . 

That elements, even distinguishing elements, are disclosed 
in the art is alone insufficient. It is common to find elements 
somewhere in the art. Moreover, most, if not all, elements 
perform their ordained and expected functions. The test is 
whether the invention as a whole, in light of the teachings of 
the reference in its entirety, would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made. Connell v. Sears, Roebuck & Co., 122 F.2d 1542, 220 USPQ 
193 (Fed. Cir. 1983). 

With the analysis of the deficiencies of Walz in mind, as 
enumerated above, no reason or suggestion in the evidence of 
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record exists why one of ordinary skill in the art would have 
been led to modify Walz in the manner suggested by the Examiner 
in formulating the rejection under 35 U.S.C. §103, Therefore, 
prima facie obviousness has not been established by the Examiner 
as required under 35 U.S.C. §103. 

In view of the foregoing, the rejection of Claim 16 under 
35 U.S.C. §103(a) is improper and should be withdrawn. Notice 
to that effect is requested. 

VIII. CONCLUSION 

Claims 2-12 depend from Claim 1; Claims 14 and 15 depend 
from Claim 13; and Claims 17-20 depend from Claim 16. These 
claims are further believed allowable for the same reasons set 
forth with respect to their parent claims since each sets forth 
additional structural elements and novel steps of Appellant's 
novel assembly and method for preparing mailpieces, respectively. 

For the foregoing reasons, Appellant respectfully submits 
that the rejection of Claims 1-20 is erroneous as a matter of law 
and fact, and respectfully requests the Board to reverse the 
rejection . 




Brian M. Mattson, Reg. No. 35,018 
Patents+TMS 

A Professional Corporation 
1914 North Milwaukee Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60647 
Tel: 773/772-6009 - 
Attorney for Appellant 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 



II. APPENDIX: Claims 1-20 

II. SUPPLEMENTAL APPENDIX 

EXHIBIT A: Final Rejection dated June 4, 2001 
EXHIBIT B: U.S. Patent No. 5,697,648 to Petkovsek 
EXHIBIT C: U.S. Patent No. 5,664,725 to Walz 



17 



APPENDIX 

Claims 1-20 

1. A special service mailing assembly comprising: 

a backing sheet; 

a first mailing form removably attached to the backing sheet 
by an adhesive wherein the first mailing form includes a first 
return postcard integrally formed with a first designator section 
indicative of a special service wherein the first designator 
section is completely contained within first exterior sides that 
define the first return postcard; and 

a second mailing form removably attached to the first 
mailing form wherein the second mailing form is removably 
attached to the backing sheet by the adhesive and further wherein 
the second mailing form includes a second return postcard 
integrally formed with a second designator section indicative of 
the special service wherein the second designator section is 
completely contained within second exterior sides that define the 
second return postcard. 

2. The assembly of Claim 1 further comprising: 

a first anchor portion extending outside one of the first 
exterior sides of the first return postcard wherein the first 
anchor portion has the adhesive on a back side of the first 
anchor portion, 

3. The assembly of Claim 2 further comprising: 

a removable label section within the first anchor portion 
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removably attached to the first anchor portion. 

4. The assembly of Claim 2 wherein the first anchor portion is 
removably attached to the first return postcard via a tear line. 

5. The assembly of Claim 2 further comprising: 

a third designator section contained within the first anchor 
portion . 

6. The assembly of Claim 3 further comprising: 

a tear line separating the removable label section within 
the first anchor portion. 

7. The assembly of Claim 1 further comprising: 

an area within the first designator section having a machine 
readable code. 

8. The assembly of Claim 1 wherein the first designator section 
is distinctly colored from a remainder of the first return 
postcard . 

9. The assembly of Claim 1 wherein the special service includes 
one of certified mail, registered mail, insured mail, COD, or 
return receipt for merchandise mail. 

10. The assembly of Claim 2 further comprising: 

a second anchor portion removably attached to the first 
return postcard outside one of the exterior sides of the first 
return postcard wherein a back side of the second anchor portion 
includes the adhesive on a back side of the second anchor 
portion . 

11. The assembly of Claim 10 further comprising: 



a tear line separating the second anchor portion from a 
remainder of the first return postcard. 

12. The assembly of Claim 1 further comprising: 

a tear line separating the first mailing form from the 
second mailing form. 

13. A method for preparing a mailpiece for delivery of the 
mailpiece by a special service, the method comprising the steps 
of: 

providing a backing sheet; 

providing a first mailing form including a first return 
postcard removably attached to the backing sheet wherein the 
first return postcard is integrally formed with a first special 
service designation section wherein the first special designation 
section is completely within exterior sides that define the first 
return postcard; 

providing an area within the return postcard wherein 
variable information is printed; 

providing a second mailing form including a second return 
postcard removably attached to the backing sheet wherein the 
second return postcard is integrally formed with a second special 
designation section wherein the second special designation 
section is completely within exterior sides that define the 
second return postcard; 

printing information relating to the special service 
delivery of the mailpiece on the area within the return postcard; 
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removing the first mailing form from the backing sheet; and 
attaching the first mailing form to the mailpiece to effect 
delivery of the mailpiece by the special service. 

14. The method of Claim 13 further comprising the step of: 
providing an anchor portion adjacent to the first return 

postcard. 

15. The method of Claim 14 further comprising the steps of: 
providing a removable label section as a portion of the 

anchor portion ; and 

removing the removable label section from the anchor 
portion . 

16. A mailing assembly for preparing a mailpiece for delivery 
by a special service, the assembly comprising: 

a first mailing form having a first return postcard and a 
first anchor portion removably attached to the first return 
postcard wherein the first anchor portion has an adhesive on a 
backside of the first anchor portion, and further the first 
return postcard having no adhesive; 

a first backing strip received over the adhesive on the 
backside of the first anchor portion; 

a second mailing form having a second return postcard and 
a second anchor portion removably attached to the second return 
postcard wherein the second anchor portion has the adhesive on 
a backside of the second anchor portion, and further the second 
return postcard having no adhesive; 



a second backing strip received over the adhesive on the 
backside of the second anchor portion; 

a first designator section indicative of a special service 
contained within exterior sides of the first return postcard 
wherein the first designator section is integrally formed with 
the return postcard. 

17. The assembly of Claim 16 further comprising: 

a tear line arranged for separating the first return 
postcard from the first anchor portion. 

18. The assembly of Claim 16 further comprising: 

a tear line arranged for separating the first mailing form 
from the second mailing form. 

19. The assembly of -Claim 16 further comprising: 

a tear line arranged for separating the second anchor 
portion from the second return postcard. 

20. The assembly of Claim 16 further comprising an area 
contained within the first return postcard variably printed with 
a machine readable code. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Faxing of Responses to Office Actions 



In order to reduce pendency and avoid potential delays, TC 3700 is encouraging FAXING 
of responses to Office Actions directly into the Group at (703)305-3579. This practice may be 
used for filing papers which require a fee by applicants who authorize charges to a PTO deposit 
account. Please identify the examiner and art unit at the top of your cover sheet. Papers 
submitted via FAX into TC 3700 will be promptly forwarded to the examiner. 

1 . The drawings have been amended to overcome previous objections. 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
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such that the subject matter as a whole would have ' been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-15 are finally rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Petkovsek (5,697,648). 

Petkovsek discloses in Fig. 1, 2 and 6, a mailing assembly comprising a backing sheet (11), 
first and second mailing forms (10a and 10b) removably attached to the backing sheet by an 
adhesive (Col. 6, lines 21-25) and separable by a tear line (60) wherein the forms includes a first 
return postcard (18) integrally formed with a designator section (24) which is contained within the 
first exterior sides (29a and 33a) that define the postcard; wherein the first mailing form (10a) is 
removably attached (60) to the second mailing form (10b); wherein the second mailing from (Fig. 
6) has a second return postcard (18b) integrally formed with a second designator section which is 
contained within the second exterior sides of the second return postcard; a first anchor portion 
(28) extending outside one of the exterior sides (33a) of the first return postcard, wherein the first 
anchor portion has adhesive (48) on the backside (Fig. 2), is removably attached to the postcard 
via a tear line (33) a removable label section (30) attached to the first anchor portion (28) via a 
tear line (32), a third designator section (36) contained within the first anchor portion, and a 
second anchor portion (27) removably attached to the return postcard by a tear line (29). 

However, Petkovsek does not disclose a designator section; indicative of a special service 
which includes one of certified, registered, insured mail, COD and return receipt; having a 
machine readable code; and is distinctly colored. 
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In regards to Claims 1 and 7-9, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to have any desirable indicia in the designator section 
since it would only depend on the intended use of the assembly and the desired information to be 
displayed. Further, it has been held that when the claimed printed matter is not functionally 
related to the substrate it will not distinguish the invention from the prior art in terms of 
patentability. In re GulacklM USPQ 401, (CAFC 1983). Also, in the present case, there 
appears to be no new or unobvious structural relationship between the printed matter and the 
substrate. 

Furthermore in regards to Claim 8, matters related to the choice of ornamentation 
producing no mechanical effect or advantage considered to constitute the invention are considered 
obvious and do not impart patentability, In re Seid 73 USPQ 43 1 . 

In regards to Claims 13-15, the method for preparing a mailpiece for delivery is inherently 
taught by Petkovsek. 

3. Claims 16-20 are finally rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Walz 

(5,664,725). 

Walz discloses in Fig.l, 4 and 5, a mailing assembly comprising a first mailing form (84) 
having a first postcard (70), a first anchor portion (58) and a removably attached to the postcard 
via a tear line (24), wherein the first anchor has adhesive (16) on the backside of the anchor (seen 
in Fig. 5), a first backing strip (49) received over the adhesive on the anchor portion's backside, 
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an integrally formed first section (73) indicatiye . of other services (Col. 4, lines 40-53), an area 
(66) contained within the postcard printed with machine readable code (75), and a second form 
(82) removably attached to the first form by a tear line (20). 

However, Walz does not disclose: a second mailing form having a second postcard and a 
second anchor portion; a first return postcard having no adhesive; and a designator section 
indicative of a special service. 

In regards to Claim 16, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to have any desirable indicia in the designator section since it 
would only depend on the intended use of the assembly and the desired information to be 
displayed. Further, it has been held that when the claimed printed matter is not functionally 
related to the substrate it will not distinguish the invention from the prior art in terms of 
patentability. In re Gulack 217 USPQ 401, (CAFC 1983). Also, in the present case, there 
appears to be no new or unobvious structural relationship between the printed matter and the 

substrate. ; . 

Also, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include any desirable amount of mailing forms with postcards and anchor 
portions, since it has been held that mere duplication of the essential working parts of a device 
involves only routine skill in the art. St. Regis Paper Co. v. Bemis Co., 193 USPQ 8. 

Furthermore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to omit the adhesive on the underside of the postcard, since it has been 
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held that omission of an element and its fimctio^ih a combination where the remaining elements 
perform the same functions as before involves only routine skill in the art. In re Karlson, 1 36 
USPQ 184. 



Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed on March 23, 2001 have been fully considered but they are not 

persuasive. 

In response to applicant's argument that the Petkovsek and Walz references do not 
disclose a designator section within the exterior sides that define a postcard wherein the 
designator section is integrally formed with the return postcard, the examiner submits that both 
Petkovsek and Walz discloses a designator section in Fig. 1 as set forth in the above 103 
rejections. 
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.Conclusion 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the;new ground(s) of rejection presented in this Office 
action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is 
reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 . 1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 
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Contact Information 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 



be directed to Mark T. Henderson whose telephone number is (703)305-0189. The examiner can 
be reached on Monday - Friday from 7:30 AM to 3:45 PM. If attempts to reach the examiner by 
telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner supervisor, A. L. Wellington, can be reached on 
(703) 308-21 59. The fax number for TC 3700 is (703)305-3579. Any inquiry of a general nature 
or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be directed to the TC 3700 
receptionist whose telephone number is (703)308-1 148. 




MTH 



May 31 5 2001 



HENRY TSAI 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



- United States Fjpjnt [19] 

Vetkovsek 



Mlttltl 1M Mill UU8I IIU1 UliftlUttilttil IWJ UII) ttUttflU Mil till 

Patent^N^er: ; 5,697,648 
[45] Patek^t/', Dec 16, 1997 



[54] INTEGRAL SPECIAL SERVICE MAILING 
ASSEMBLY AND A METHOD FOR USING 
SAME 

[76] Inventor: Glenn Petkovsek, 20 Tortoise Park 
Cove, Little Rock, Ark. 72211-2349 



[21] AppL No.: 425,578 

[22] Filed: Apr. 20, 1995 

[51] Int. CL* 

[52] U.S. CI 



[58] Field of Search 

[56] 



B42D 15AM) 

... 283/61; 281/2; 281/5; 
462/8; 462/65; 283/81 
283/116, 81, 61; 



462/6-8. 64, 65; 281/2, 5 
References Cited 
VS. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



4,418,865 12/1983 Boweu . 
4.491334 1/1985 Dicker. 
4,365317 1/1986 Kranz . 



4.682,793 
5,183,203 
5,190,210 
5,476,420 
5,507.526 



7/I987^*Wi,V., 
2/1993 Sandeni:. 
3/1993 Wall. 
12/1995 Manning 
4/1996 Petkovsek 



283/116 X 
283/116 X 



Primary Examiner— Frances Han 

Attorney Agent, or Firm—HUl Steadman & Simpson 



[57] 



ABSTRACT 



An assembly for mailing an article requiring special services 
and a method for mailing same are provided. The assembly 
includes a single sheet constructed in such a way that one 
portion of the sheet provides a label and the other portion 
provides a return postcard or other special service form for 
attachment to an envelope in its assembled position. The 
return postcard is integrally formed, but removably attached, 
such that the return postcard remains attached to the enve- 
lope until received by the addressee, at which time the return 
postcard may be removed. 

9 Claims 6 Drawing Sheets 
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INTEGRAL SPECIAL SERVICE MAILING 
ASSEMBLY AND A METHOD FOR USING 
SAME 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION ; 

The present invention generally relates to a form for 
mailing an article requiring special services. More 
specifically, the present invention relates to an integral 
special service mailing assembly for mailing an article 
requiring special services having a return receipt postcard 
and a label indicative of the special service and a method for 
using same. 

It is, of course, generally known to mail an article 
requiring special services for delivery of the article, such as 
certified mail, registered mail, insured mail, COD, return 
receipt for merchandise and the like. Known components 
and methods for assembling a mailer for mailing an article 
requiring special services have multiple, separate compo- 
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nents requiring attachment to an exterior of <u enveiopefdr ™ ' JS c °^<^^ the adhesive portion of the special 
the special services delivery of the article. ^ * t?™* * a adhesive por- 



the special services delivery of the article. 

For example, when a customer of the U.S. Postal Service 
desires that an article be mailed by certified m«si t - for 
instance, an envelope containing the article is provided to 
the postal employee by the customer. The postal employee 25 
is then required to attach or otherwise provide the envelope 
with a permanent seal or label indicating that the envelope 
is to be delivered by certified m*fj 

Then, a return receipt postcard must be attached to the 
envelope. The postcard must be completed by the postal 30 
employee and/or the customer mailing the envelope con- 
taining the article. Some postcards include areas having an 
adhesive for attaching the postcard to the envelope. Other 
postcards require separate attachment, by using tape, for 
example. 35 

Such a procedure is both complex and time-consuming, as 
well as labor intensive. The procedure requires the postal 
employee to ensure that all of the appropriate labels and 
documents are affixed to the envelope prior to delivery of the 



portion and a second anchor portion located at opposite ends 
of the form, the form independently detachable from the 
anchor portions and the labeL 

: In an embodiment, the special service mailing assembly 
further has a line of separation formed between the form and 
the label, the line of separation constructed and arranged to 
provide independent removal of the form. 

In an embodiment, the special service mailing has a first 
tear line formed between the first anchor portion and the 
form, and a second tear line formed between the second 
anchor portion and the form, the first tear line and the second 
tear line constructed and arranged to provide independent 
detachment of the form. 

In an embodiment, the form of the special service mailing 
assembly is a return receipt postcard. 

In an embodiment, the label of the special service mailing 
assembly is a certified n™»'l label 

In an embodiment, the adhesive portion of the special 



tion. 

In an embodiment, the sheet of the special service mailing 
assembly includes printer feed holes located along opposite 
sides of the sheet. 

In an embodiment, the special service mailing assembly 
has at least one identifier section having an identifier related 
to the special service label removably attached to the sheet. 

In an embodiment, the label of the special service mailing 
assembly has an adhesive portion. 

In an embodiment, the form of the special service minin g 
assembly has a first adhesive portion located on the first 
anchor portion and a second adhesive portion located on the 
second anchor portion. 

man embodiment, the label of the special service mailing 
assembly has at least one identifier section having an iden- 
tifier related to the special service label removably attached 
to at least one of the anchor portions, 
In another embodiment of the present invention, a special 
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article, Therefore, the appropriate forms, labels and the like 40 service mailing assembly is provided having a sheet, and a 
most be adequately stocked and availahlK for th~ olimlitv nf *tv*W*1 «*nrir»* f,-*™. mmAiM ki» ■ _ ^_ 



most be adequately stocked and available for the postal 
employee's use. Further, the postal employee must ensure 
that all articles are appropriately affixed to the envelope. In 
addition, the return receipt postcard must be suitably affixed 
to the envelope so that the return postcard is not removed 
during the mailing of the article to its destination. Of course, 
it should be understood that an envelope prepared for special 
service mailing may be prepared by any individual, not just 
a postal employee. 

A need, therefore, exists for an improved integral special 
service mailing assembly requiring special services, such as 
certified mail, insured mail, registered mail, COD, return 
receipt for merchandise and the* like, and a method for using 
same. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present Invention provides an assembly and a method 
for using same for mailing an article requiring special 
services, such as for certified may insured m*q regia 
mail. COD, return receipt for merchandise and the 

To this end. in an embodiment of the present invention, an 
assembly for mailing an article requiring special services is 
provided. The assembly includes a sheet -having a first 
section integrally formed with a second section, the first 
section including a label indicative of the special service, 
and the second section including a form, a first anchor 
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plurality of special service forms removably attached to the 
sheet, the plurality of special service forms integrally formed 
on the sheet and capable of independent detachment from 
the sheet. 

In an embodiment, the sheet of the special service mailing 
assembly may have printer feed holes located along opposite 
sides of the sheet. 

In an embodiment, the plurality of special service forms 
of the special service mailing assembly are return receipt 
postcards. 

In an embodiment, the plurality of special service forms 
of the special service mailing assembly are return receipt 
postcards in combination with special service labels- • 

In an embodiment, the special service mailing assembly 
includes a tear line formed in the length thereof to provide 
independent detachment of the plurality of special service 
forms from one another. 
In an embodiment, the special service mailing assembly 
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indicator and a second anchor portion, the form removably 
attached to the first and second anchor portions, and a label 
indicative of the special service removably attached to one 
of the anchor portions of the form. 

In another embodiment of the present invention, a method 
is provided for mailin g an article requiring a special service, 
the article having a front side and a back side, The method 
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w S ^V*?* of P^^g « sheet haviog a first section services. Further, the present invention provides a method 

integrally formed with a second section, the first section v for using the assembly Sor mmuz ai^^c^g^c^ 

including a label indicative of the special service, and the services * xenuumg special 

second section including a form, a first anchor portion and » L- , . 

a second anchor portion located at opposite sides of the < r .^S? n<W drawings, wherein like numerals 

form, the form being independently detachable from the to luce parts, FIG. 1 is a front plan view that generally 

anchor portions and the label; attaching the label to the front ~ lustratcs «nbodiment of an assembly 10 formed from a 

side of the article; and attaching the first anchor portion and shcct 11 *> provide both a label 12 and a return 

the second anchor portion to the back side of the article. postcard 13. The assembly 10 is capable for use in mailing 

In an embodiment, the method further ccmpriscs the steps n *° ******* 14 requiring a special service, such as shown in 

of providing an adhesive portion on the label; and providing 4. Although a certmed mail envelope is illustrated, it 

a first adhesive portion located on the first anchor portion should be understood that the present invention is applicable 

and a second adhesive portion located on the second anchor to mailing item requiring special services, such as 

portion. insured mail, registered mail, COD, return receipt for mer- 

In an embodiment the method further comprises the steps chandise and the like, 

of providing a peel-and-stick adhesive portion on the label; 15 The front side of the embodiment of the assembly 10 

and providing a first peel-and-stick adhesive portion on the illustrated in HO. 1 includes the label 12. The label 12 is, in 

first anchor portion and a second peel-and-stick adhesive a preferred embodiment, a prc-printed label indicative of the 

portion on the second anchor portion. special service required for ™nfn g of the article 14 The 

It is, therefore, an advantage of the present invention to label 12 is preferably pre- Minted directly on the sheet 11 

provide an improved assembly for mailing an article rcquir- 20 The pre-printcd label 12 includes a special service indicator 

""l^w _ 15 and a window section 16 in which an article identification 

Another advantage of the present invention is to provide number can be printed, 
purled method for mailing an article requiring special The assembly 10 also has a front bottom portion 18 that 

And, another advantage of the present invention is to 25 gnff^^ to 
provide an assembly that is integrally formed as a comolete Um T? _ tes J*** Scnrloe form PS-3811. The return 
Iinit for mailing and labeling of^i^^^j^^ r^ postcard 13 may include a set instruct^ 20 for 
services. requums special ^ as well as an article addressee section 22 for 

Yet another advantage of the present invention is to V ^ ri ^f the addressee's address. The return receipt 
provide an assembly and a method for mailing an article 30 P 05 ^ 13 also has a document control number bar code 24 
requiring special services without requiring additional adhe- «> aid in tracking of the article 14. 

sives or fixatives for attaching the game tn th+ ™. f fp f rrr In addition, the return receipt postcard 13 has a number of 

Moreover, an advantage of the present invention is to «ub-sections requiring completion by the sender prior to 
provide an assembly and a method for mailing an article mailing. One sub-section illustrated at numeral 26 includes 
requiring special services that is substantially foolproof. 35 * rnarhinc readable article Identification number corre- 

Yet a further advantage of the present invention is to *ponding to the number in the window section 16 of the 
provide an assembly which will work on automated printing pre-printed label 12 The sub-section 26 may have a back- 
equipment, ground color that contrasts with the color of the return 

And, another advantage of the present invention is to receipt postcard 13 so as to simplify the reading of the 
provide an assembly including a label and a form that 40 ma chine-readablc code in the sub-section 26, Other sections, 
provides for pre-imaging or pre-printing of variable infor- 45 wcll » include similar color-contrasting portions 
mation thereon. within the return receipt postcard 13. 

Additional features and advantages of the present inven- Another section of the bottom portion 18 of the assembly 
tion are described in. and will be apparent from, the detailed ™ is, in a preferred embodiment, a first anchor portion 27 at 
description of the presently preferred embodiments and from 45 onc of the return receipt postcard 13 and a second 
die drawings. anchor portion 28 at the opposite end. The first anchor . 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS ^^^t^^^^^ 10 ^ 1 " 0 ^ ° ^ 

FIG. 1 illustrates a plan view of a front side of an The second anchor portion 28 may include at least one 

embodiment of an assembly of the present invention. 50 article tracking label 30 provided along a detachable strip 31 

FIG. 2 illustrates a plan view of a back side of an at the opposite end of the bottom portion 18 of the assembly 

embodiment of the assembly of the present invention. 10 and is removable from the bottom portion 18 by a 

FIG. 3 illustrates a plan view of a front side of another perforated tear line 32. The second anchor portion 28 is also 

embodiment of the assembly of the present invention. . separable from the return receipt postcard 13 by tearing 

FIG. 4 illustrates a perspective view of a front side of an 55 along a perforated tear line 33. 

enibodiment of the assembly of the present invention with The article tracking label 30 may be adhesively backed 

an article to be mailed using same. for subsequent attachment to a receipt or other item requir- 

FIG. 5 illustrates a plan view of a front side of another u 8 designation of the article number for related purposes, 

embodiment of the assembly of the present invention- As illustrated, two tracking labels 30 are provided in the 

FIG. 6 illustrates a plan view of yet another embodiment 60 embodiment shown. For example, one of the tracking labels 

of the assembly of the present invention in which a plurality ^ 06 usc & by a postal delivery employee on a postal 

of assemblies are located on a single sheet form PS-3849, a delivery notice, (not shown). The second 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE ^r^!!^ ^T** f^** rcCOrd usc * 

PRESENTLY PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS « ^ u^? 1 £ C cm ^ odlinc,lt two additional 

... 0 *3 tracking labels 34 are provided. The two additional tracking 

The present invention provides an integral special service labels 34, which also include a section 35 for the article 

mailing assembly for mailing an article requiring special identification number, may be used for the sender's records 
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The certified article cumber tracking labels 30 can also be 
used for the seader's and receiver's record keeping and/or 
accounting use. Each tracking label 30 has a section 36 for 
the article identification number. The tracking label 30 may 
be provided with adhesive on its reverse side. The tracking 
label 30 may also be a peel -and -stick type label. 

Thus, the bottom portion 18 of the assembly 10 includes 
three main sections: the return receipt postcard 13 and the 
first and second anchor portions 27, 28. In addition, the 
tracking labels 30, 34 are provided. The label 12 may be 
separated from the return receipt postcard 13 by a score line 
37 to facilitate separation of the postcard 13 upon delivery 
of the article 14. As mentioned above, the return receipt 
postcard 13 has a number of sub-sections requiring comple- 
tion by the sender prior to mailing of the article 14, After 
delivery of the article 14. the return receipt postcard 13 is 
detachable from the first aod second anchor portions 27, 28 
by tearing aiong the perforated tear lines 2933. respectively. 

An advantage of the present invention is that a number of 
the sub-sections of the return postcard 13 and the label 12 
discussed above can be pre -printed when the assembly 10 of 
the present invention is used- 
Referring now to FIG. 2. a back plan view of an embodi- 
ment of the assembly 10 is illustrated. The reverse side of the 
label 12 shown in FIG. 1 has an adhesive portion 40. The 
adhesive portion 40 may be a peel -and- stick type adhesive 
and is provided to seal the label 12 to the article 14 requiring 
special service mailing as shown in FIG. 4, 

A back bottom portion 42 of the assembly 10 includes a 
front side 43 of the return receipt postcard 13. The return 
receipt postcard 13 includes a "Return To" section 44. The 
"Return To" section 44 may be color-contrasted with the 
remainder of the return receipt postcard 13 to enable sim- 
plified reading of the "Return To" section 44. 

The score line 37 is provided along the top side of the 
return receipt postcard 13. For subsequent detachment of the 
return receipt postcard 13. the perforated tear lines 29, 33 are 
provided along the edges adjacent to the anchor portions 27, 
28. The first anchor portion 27 has a first adhesive portion 47 ^ 
and the second anchor portion 28 has a second adhesive 
portion 48 to adhere the back bottom portion 42 to the article 
14 prior to mailing. 

FIG. 3 shows another embodiment of the assembly It of 
the present invention, wherein like numerals represent like 45 
pans. This ernbodiment is a simplified version of the prior 
embodiment in that it does not have the instruction section 
20 nor does it have the tracking labels 30, 34. However, the 
embodiment illustrated in FIG. 3 has an enlarged bar code 
region 48 for easier reading during high speed processing. 50 
The embodiment of the present invention illustrated in FIG. 
3 is shown in use in FIG. 4. 

Referring now to FIG, 4. the article 14 requiring special 
service, shown from its front side, is shown. The pre-printed 
Label 12 is shown having the window section 16 in which the 55 
certified mail number is printed cither manually or auto- 
maricalry. As illustrated, the label 12 folds down onto a front 
side 49 of the article 14 requiring special service mailing. 
The label 12 is adhered to the front side 49 of the article 14 
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to provide for easier subsequent separation of the return 
receipt postcard 13 from the anchor portions 27, 28 and the 
label 12 upon delivery of the article 14. 

FIG. 5 illustrates another embodiment of the assembly 10 
of the present invention in which Like numerals represent 
like parts. In the embodiment shown in FIG. 5. an alternate 
orientation of the label 12 with respect to the postcard 13 is 
shown. For example, the score line 37 is located between the 
label 12 and the return receipt postcard 13 to allow separa- 
tion of the Label 12 from the postcard 13. In addition, a 
tracking indicator 52 is provided on the second anchor 
portion 28. 

Another variation in the embodiment shown in FIG. 5 is 
that the sheet 11 has a plurality of tracker holes 54 oq the 
edges thereof for use in a printer (not shown) having 
tracking wheels to advance the paper. The tracking holes 54 
are located on a tracking strip 56. 

In addition, a plurality of the assembly 10 can be provided 
on the single sheet 11 as shown in FIG. 6. Each assembly 10 
is separable from the adjacent assembly 10. This can be 
accomplished by a score line 60. In such a case, it is 
preferred that the assembly 10 be a peel-and-stick type 
assembly that is removably attached to the sheet 11. Thus, 
each individual assembly 10 is detachable from the sheet 11 
as needed. Also, the entire sheet can be printed at ooe time 
for subsequent separation and application to separate articles 
14. 

The assembly 10 can be printed using any known method 
of printing and is not limited to any single type. Such 
printing methods include, but are not limited to. Laser 
printing, thermal printing, dot matrix printing and the like. 
Printing may be performed on continuously fed forms or on 
individually fed forms. 

It should be understood that various changes and modi- 
fications to the presently preferred embodiments described 
herein will be apparent to those skilled in the art. Such 
changes and modifications may be made without departing 
from the spirit and scope of the present invention and 
without diminishing its attendant advantages. It is. therefore 
intended that such changes and modifications be covered by 
the appended claims, 
I claim: 

1. A special service mailing assembly for mailing an 
article requiring a special service, the assembly comprising: 

a first sheet; 

a second sheet directly attached to the first sheet, having 
a first section integrally formed with a second section, 
the first section including a label having an adhesive 
back side indicative of the special service, and the 
second section including a form, a first anchor portion 
having an adhesive back side and a second anchor 
portion having an adhesive back side wherein the 
anchor portions are located at opposite ends of the 
form, the form being independently detachable from 
the anchor portions and the label and further wherein 
the second sheet is removably attached to the first sheet 
by the adhesive back sides of the label, the first anchor 
portion and the second anchor portion. 

2. The special service mailing assembly of claim 1 further 



by means of the adhesive portion 40 located on the back side 60 comprising: 



of the label 12 (see FIG. 2). 

Also as illustrated in FIG. 4. the bottom portion 18 of the 
assembly 10. including the anchor portions 27, 28 and the 
return receipt postcard 13, is sealed to a back side 50 of the 
article 14, and the anchor portions 27. 28 are sealed to the 
article 14 by the adhesive portions 47 and 48. respectively. 
AJso. the score line 37 is located at the top of the article 14 
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a line of separation formed between the form and the 
label, the line of separation constructed and arranged to 
provide independent removal of the form. 
3. The special service mailing assembly of claim 1 further 
comprising: « 
a first tear line formed between the first anchor portion 
and the form; and 
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a secood tear Line formed between the second anchor 
portion and the form, the first rear line and the second 
tear line constructed and arranged to provide indepen- 
dent detachment of the form. 
4 The special service mailing assembly of claim 1 5 
wherein the form is a return receipt postcard. 

5. The speciaJ service mailing assembly of claim 1 
wherein the label is a certified mail labeL 

6. The special service mailing assembly of claim 1 
wherein the first sheet includes printer feed holes located 10 
along opposite sides of the first sheet 

7 . The speciaJ service mailing assembly of claim 1 further 
comprising : 

at least ooe identifier section having an identifier related 
to the special service label removably attached to the 15 
first sheet. 

8. The special service mailing assembly of claim 1 further 

comprising: 

at least ooe identifier section having an identifier related 
to the speciaJ service Label removably attached to at 20 
least ooe of the anchor portions. 
V. A method for mailing an article requiring a speciaJ 
service, the article having a front side and a back side, the 
method comprising the steps of: 



8 

providing a first sheet; 

providing a second sheet directly attached to the first sheet 
having a first section integrally formed with a second 
section, the first section including a label having an 
adhesive back side indicative of the special service, and 
the second section including a form, a first anchor 
portion having an adhesive back side and a second 
anchor portioD having an adhesive back side wherein 
the first anchor portion and the second anchor portion 
are located at opposite sides of the form, the form being 
independently detachable from the anchor portions and 
the label wherein the second sheet is removably 
attached to the first sheet by the adhesive back sides of 
the label, the first anchor portion and the second anchor 
portion; 

removing the second sheet from the first sheet; 

attaching the label to the front side of the article; and 

attaching the first anchor portion and the second anchor 
portion to the back side of the article. 
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ABSTRACT 



A multi-part mailing form has two superimposed sheets of 
material such as paper stock which are secured together in 
adhered areas by an adhesive layer between the sheets. Hie 
inner face of a lower sheet is coated with a non-adhesive 
material in certain areas so that the sheets are not adhered in 
these areas. The coated areas of the lower sheet correspond 
to detachable areas of the upper sheet which can be detached 
and secured to an it«T" to be mailed. Sections of the form are 
separable from one another by cutting or by means of tear 
lines. One of the separable sections has imprinted indicia on 
the outer face of each sheet and includes a return postcard 
for confinning receipt of a mailed item. 

22 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets 
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matt tnp form mined indicia include marked areas for receiving predeter- 

maujtnu *ukm infonnatton concerning • mailed torn, one of the 

CROSS-REFERENCES TO RELATED marked area* on tie outer face of one of the sheets cob*- 

APPLICATIONS prising a dcrignntrd addressee atea for receiving the address 

3 to -wfaidi the item in to !- ir*"^ °* the areas on 

This application is a continuation-in-part of ap plicatio n the outer face of the other sheet comprising a return address 
Ser. No. 08/227.513 filed Apr. 14, 1994, now U.S. Pat No. ^ {or recc iving the address of the sender of the item. The 
5.501393. two sheets have a predetermined combined thlrlmr ss cor- 

^^,^ T responding to Pott Office rnlnimnm thiefcness requirements 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION w Jo/return postcards associated with various mailing 

The present invention relates generally to multi-part mail- procedures, such as certified and registered mafl. The two 
ing forms for use by businesses in mailing item* to various sheets may be of equal thickness, br one may be thfctatnan 
customers or clients and in keeping records of such mailings, the other. 

and is particularly concerned with forms for use In certain Preferably, the detachable areas in the first sheet include 
specific types of mailing such as certified and registered mail is labels which are die cut around at least the majority of meir 
procedures. periphery for easy detachment from the remainder of the 

In my U.S. Pat. No. 4,682,793 a mailing form is described form. The detachable label areas may kcto<krtl^one 
which is designed to meet US. Post office certified mail blink address label on which an address may be Imprinted 
rr^uircmentsThe form has multiple layers which include all prior to d etachment ftomtfae fo rm snrt a tta c hm ent to an Item 
mc^erwork necessary to prepare a mailing label, cu»- 20 to be mailed. Additional blank address labels may be pro- 
Snoer^ec*^ anTremrn rece^to eaeThem mailed. A vided for rec«*purpc»e. and for 
senS ^forms can be run through a printer to provide to be mailed, such as a sirruutaaeous mailing of the same 
r^crk to certified mailing of a plurality of items. item by both certified and regular first cUss mail. 
cSxably reducing the rime and effort required for such - The form also includes an 

maiUngs in a typical business environment. * can be detached from the nanalnder of the forra and an 

^ V S . p a ^o. 5,190.210 describes another multi-part imprinted identifying label carrying an tonnumber for the 
msututam which ta a single sheet wim detachable areas item being mailed, for use in tracking the item. 
c^Sg t? various forms for use in certified, regis- TMs form can be used in User printer avoids the 
tered and other special types of inauing services. The forms problems of using card stock a, part of a form hi such 
SSuTan addre^gton with a blow on label, a detach- » {SET Tte form to rclarrvelylnjape^ye 
able identifying number label, and a detachable return convenient and easy to use both in preparmg^Uemsro 
postcard. This form is suitable for registered mailing and procedures such as certified mailing and in providing hard 
rimii«r procedures, and can be used in an autom ated mailin g copy records of such mailings, 
preparation system using a computer to print a series of MOT ™ crBTimfwl 



forms 



35 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 



One problem with previous registered mailing forms is The present invention wfll be better understood from the 

that the return postcard is normally of relatively thick card follow ing detailed description of some preferred embodi- 

stock which may not be suitable for all printer feeds, such as Treats of the invention, taken in conjunction with the accom- 

laser printers, for example. However, paper stock is typically ^ drawings, in which like reference numerals refer to 

too thin to meet Post Office re<niirements for return receipt *J£ ^ m which: 

postcards, which must normally be of the order of around 9 ^ l is a top plan view of a form according to a first 

mil. thickness. r m K™wm«it of the invention; 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION FIG. 2 is a section on the lines 2—2 of FIG. 1; 

According to the present invention, a xnailing form is sheet of the form; . fofm . 

rxovSe^which compSses two sheets of material, preferably FIG. 5 is a plan view of the rear face of the form, 
paper stock, each sheet with an inner face facing the other 30 pjQ^ i, a top plan view of a form according to a secona 

sheet and an outer face, a first one of the sheets having a »f the invention: 

plurality of detachable areas which are detachable from the pjQ 7is a section on the lines 7—7 of FIG. 6; 

rernainder of the first sheet, an adhesive layer between the » is a too plan view of a form arguing to a third 

sheets for permanently securing the sheets together ever J£££ent ofleinventlon; 

predeterrnincd, adhered areas of the form ^j^*** * ^TTa section on the lines 9-9 of FIG. S; 

having a non-adhesive coating on its inner f ace in FIG. 9 is a secuon on uio Q , 

txedeLmned, non-adhered areas which are aligned with FIG. 10 is a section on me lines If It of FIG. 9, 

the detachable areas so that the detachable areas do not nG u u a ^ ^ view of a f orm according to another 

adhere to the second sheet, one of the predetermined, cjnfcodiment of the invent! on; and 

sdhercd areas of the farm where the sheets arc perrnanentJty <*> ^ 12 is a section on the lines 12—12 of FIG. 11. 

secured together comprising a detachable form part, each * 

sheet having predetermined printed indicia on its outer face DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 

ia said one predetenrimed,aa^ EMBODIMENTS 
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may be provided in a single sheet fonruu as illustrated, or as : exanmle in a postal I02 book a- ILS. Postal Smrir* /ticdcn 

a^n^ousleng^ lS 

via J^nsvcrse Unes of prorations between adjacent feem \ adhered to the Finn Mailing Book at theixiaO^x^w 

lengths, depending on the type of printer to be used. A single a record of the inaflmtL^ ^ ^ 

sheet format isty^cally used Jor laser printers. 5 other label areas cany preprinted indicia. Label 38 

The form comprises two sheets of relatively thin sheet curies an article luimber f^^ 

mat ^^?f^ piq ^ ^ card rtock such tii4^ Preferably, tte 

as a lightweight tag Upper sheet 12 and lower sheet 14 have mV«q5rcd PostOfflcc format andbadS^coto ic7th2 

an adhesive layer 16 between them for adhering the upper particular service (ex. green for certifieTmW However 

^^j™*^***^^^^ 10 other formats may be used for alternative^^ pcoce^ 

FIGS. 2 and 3. The upper sheet may be paper and the lower duxes. The same article number is Imrn^u^don^^n^ 

sheet card, or vice versa, or both sheets may be paper label strip 41, and is also imtainted on the lower section ^ 

Transversely and longitudinally extending lines of perform- of the form, in region ft, and on a detachable part 6# of the 

tions 1*2*2224 and 26 extend through both sheets for form, in region 64. Form part 6* is detachable from me 

separating the form into various form parts. Transverse lines u remainder of the fcmvklmesciperfct^tioM 18aiid22and 

18 and 2* separate the form into three basic sections, 80,82 is of two sheet thickness, consisting of equivalent parts of 

and 84. Additionally, the upper sheet has detachable label bom sheets adhered together via adhesive material 16. 

areas 283032343638 and 49 which are die cut along die Detachable two sheet part 60 has the format of a Post Office 

cut lines 42 extending around all or part of their respective certified mail receipt form, such as PS Form 3800 and 

peripheries, as illustrated in FIGS. 1, 2 and 3. The lower ^ includes a blaiuc area 67 fc*e^ 

sheet has a pair of die cut lines 44,46 extending parallel to information, and area* 68 for entry various postal fees, as 

but spaced from the perforated lines 24 and 26. well as a postmark receiving area 69 as confirmation of 

As best illustrated in FIGS. 2-4, the inner surface 48 of mailing 

the lower sheet is treated or coated in certain areas 50,53, The entire lower section 84 of the form below perforated 

54555658 and 59 with a non-adhesive or so-called release 25 line 29 comprises a return postcard of the type which is 

coating material 49 such as silicone gel m«w« which attached to an [ ttm to be mailed until received by the 

prevents the lower sheet from strongly adhering to the upper addressee, and then returned to the as ccjifirmation of 

sheet in these areas. Area 5t corresponds with the two label receipt The Post Office has typically required fh»t such 

areas 28 and 30, and area 54 corresponds to label area 36 of return postcards be of card stock having a thickness of 0.009 

the upper sheet Non-adhesive area 53 corresponds to the 30 inches, which is ««m>«i» or impossible to use In modern 

two label areas 32 and 34 of the upper sheet. Areas 55 and printers such as laser printers. However; new Post Office 

56 correspond to the label areas 38 and 49, respectively. regulations indicate that a minimum thickness of 0.007 

Non-adhesive area 58 extends from perforated line 24 out to inches may be sufficient in tome cases. By forming the 

the outer edge of the sheet and from perforated line 2t down return postcard of two sheets of paper which are bonded 

to the lower edge of the sheet Similarly, non-adhesive area 35 together, it will have «"«H*nf strength and thickness to 

59 extends from perforated line 26 out to the outer edge of meet Post Office requirements for return postcards in most 

the sheet and from line 2* down to the lower edge of the cases. At the same tin^ there will be no restriction on the 

sheet Thus, the upper and lower sheets adhere together type of printer and the form can be completed using a laser 

permanently In all regions of the lower sheet which are not painter. 

treated with non-adhesive inateriaL 40 la the fllustrated embodiment, detachable section 84 

The adhesive material between the sheets is preferably a comprises a Post Office return receipt form PS 3811. The 

pressure sensitive adhesive which adheres the sheets front the** of gac^on M includes varlops pro-printed regions 

together where the lower sheet has not been coated with between perforated lines 24 and 26. These **«rprf«j» u area 

non-adhesive material All of the label areas can be detached 76 for receiving the address to which the item is to be 

or peeled away from the remainder of the form via the die 43 mailed, as well as areas 71,72 for receiving signatures of the 

cut lines, since they will not be adhered, or will adhere only addressee and agent area 73 for *iMt~rtng other services 

lightly, to the lower sheet The corner of label area 36 is requested, such as addressee's address and restricted 

shown partially peeled away from the remainder of the form delivery, area 66 carrying the article number in OCR- A font 

in FIG. 1, for example. The undersurface of the label area 36 and a corresponding bar coded article number 75, area 76 for 

will be coated with adhesive material 16 and will not be 50 entering the date of delivery, and area 77 fee entering a new 

adhered to the underlying non-adhesive material 49 coating address if the add res ser has moved and thf» service has been 

the underlying area 54 of the lower sheet All label areas can requested and paid for. The regions outside 24 and 26 

be peeled away from the form in a similar manner as needed. may be blank or may contain other pre-printed information. 

Additionally, side strips of the lower sheet outside die cut As best Illustrated in FIG. 5, the rear f are of the farm part 

lines 44 and 46 can also be peeled away from the upper 53 or section 84 includes a return address area 78, which is 

sheet as indicated in FIG. 5. preferably rxe-printed with the user's address, between lines 

Some of the label areas and some other regions of the 24 and 26, as well as a pre-printed postal indicia area 79 in 

form are blank for user entry of information via a laser the upper right-hand corner: Where the return address is not 

printer or the like hooked up to a computer having a database pre-printed, one of the three address labels may be printed 

of customer or client information, for example. Thus, label 60 with the return address and affixed to region 78. As has been 

28 is blank and comprises an address label for receiving an noted above, the front sheet and rear sheet are only adhered 

address to which an item is to be mailed. Label 3# comprises together in me return postcard part of the form in the region 

another blank address label for receiving the same address. between tear lines 24 and 26. The two side portions outside 

This can be used in those situations where the same item of this area are not adhered together. Strips of the rear sheet 

mail is to be sent in two different ways, for example via both 63 portion of the form outside die cut lines 44 and 46 can 

certified mail and via first class mail. Another blank address therefore be peeled away, as indicated in FIG. 5, in order to 

label 36 can be used for keeping records of items mailed, for expose the adhesive layer 16 on the rear surface of the front 
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sheet This leaves two exposed strips of adhesive on each laser printer willow be ^ajbcd^t^dc^AO^of 
ridTof the return postcariTbTpostSd of which the return f cms 10 will first be loaded Into the printer. Tlie user then 
postcard can be aSiered to an item to be mailed. entersa list of names and addresses to which items are to be 

The upper section 80 of the form is separable along tear mailed, either manually via the computer keyboard or us^g 
line 18 and includes the addressee labels 2S and 30, two s a previously created data base. The various postage fees 
smaller labels 32 and 34 for attachment to an envelope or depending on weight of the items to be mailed and the type 
other piece of mail when certain specialized services are of postage service or services requ e sted m a y also be entered 
requested and paidfor.aiKiarecdptttforprotf manually at the keyboard or via a previously created data- 

mailing Label 32 may be imprinted with the words base. The computer will be programmed to enter the first 
"addressee's address,- for example, and is attached to an w name and address on blank labels 2&30 and 36 as well as in 
item of mail when the sender has requested and paid for ^ yank area 7# of the return postcard ifdesked, a* account 
information regarding an addressee's new address when a num ber may also be entered on each address label The 
mail forwarding order has been placed. Label 34 may be ommuter will also be programmed to enter the various 
imprinted with the words "restricted delivery- for use when postage fees in areas 68 of the receipt portion of the form, 
an item of mail is to be given to the addressee only, and not 15 depejldill g qq the selected services and item weight and to 
to any other individual who may reside at the same address. mark the relevant boxes in region 73 of the return postcard 
The appropriate boxes will be checked in region 73 of the partof the form if the associated services are to be requested, 
return postcard 62 when either of these services is to be used. ^ rcmrHitT also programmed to fill out charge back 
The central section 82 of the form carries the certified information in section 82 of the form if this section is to be 
p^ii number label 38, as well as addressee label 36 for use ^ ,^^£0* accounting purposes. The same procedure U carried 
by the sender as a mailing record, and a small strip label 4# ^ fa subsequent forms in the stack, 
which carries the same mail item number as label 38, Label Q ncc mc are completed, each form is used for 

4# may be used in a number of ways. For example, it may m^nna m item as follows. First, the address label 28 is 
be affixed to a copy of the letter sent, attached to the USPS peeled off the form and adhered to the item to be mailed. If 
Firm Mailing Book adjacent the address label 36, or used to ^ ^n^^atf^ copy of the letter or item is to be sent via 
identify an item for charge back purposes. Section 82 of the rcgnlftr first class mail, address label 30 is detached and 
form is designed so that it may be used for charging back adhered to the envelope containing the c onfirmati on copy, 
postage to a customer. It includes a blank area 88 foroxtry preferably, the receipt 60 and mail number label 38 are 
of the tiamc of mc person or entity to be char^ detached together from the form, by peeling label 38 away 

area 89 for entry of the total postage and fees for mailing the ^ from ^ year sheet and detaching receipt 6* along tear line 
item. If this section is to be used for charge back, the entire 22cf bom the front and rear sheets and along tear line 18 of 
section is detached from the remainder of the form after the mc rear sheet only. Thus, label 38 remains attached to the 
blank areas of theformhave all been completed, and section receipt 6© along tear line 18 of the front sheet. The label 38 
82 is then forwarded to the billing department for billing to ^then adhered to the item to be mailed along with the 
the client or customer. 35 receipt 60 for easy transport to the Post Office for date 

As noted above, the lower section 84 of the form is the damping, 
return postcard for signature by the addressee on delivery. ^return postcard is detached ftc^ the remainder cf 
After signature, the central portion of the form is detached fonn ^ tear line 20. Strips of the rear sheet outside die 
along lines 24 and 26 and mailed back to the sender in the ^ lines 4M6 are then peeled away, as indicated in FIG. 5, 
usualway. 40 ^ ^ postcard is adhered to the item to be mailed via the 

Each sheet 12 and 14 is preferably of paper stock and the marginal regions of adhesive 16 underneath the 

two sheets have a combined thickness of 0.007 to 0.010 je^ed strips, the optional services identmedmlifcels32 
inches, depending on Post Office rules regarding the mini- 34 are to be used, these labels are also peeled away 

mum thickness for return postcards used in certified and ^ Mm ^ scd to the item to be mailed, 
registered mailing and the like. The sheets may be of equal 45 ^ ^ rf mc f ^ ^ ^ a^achedfxom 

thickness, for example each may be of 0.0045 inch paper remaining part of the top portion 80 along tear line 18. 

stc<±, or one sheet rnayb^ ^re^n^ 

carrying front or top sheet 12 may be thinner dun toe rear ^ can be used optionaUy for a mailiixg re^ 

sheet, for example, so that the rear sheet is heavier and m a pos^ log book or USPS ^irmMai^ 
provides support for the removable labels. The ratio in » f ^^—jn- postal f ees to a client In me former case, the 
mickness may be 40* for the top sheet and 60% for the ^^to^to the item to be iraikd via a paper clip 

bottom sheet, for example, depending on printer squire- o7 me iiw and the completed i 

mehts. Alternatively, the top sheet may be tbicto, personnel can then peel away labels 36 and 4* 
thicker labels and reducing the tendency of labels to curl ^ J|ttach to the Postal Log Book as a record of 
when peeled off. , 55 mailing. 

The die cut lines for allowing the labels to be separated Alternatively where portion 82 is to be used for billing 
from the remainder of the form may ^ * W m>c^me'N3urgeTb"and^ fields are filled in by the 

regions in their length to ensure that the label* not ^3^ d to portion is then sen t to me bMiig department 
separate in the printer and cause a paper jan^ This is l^L^^ processing. 

achieved by providing indents or cut outs in&c ^ edge 60 fa ^ fog . M the Post Office, the 

for scoring the paper, the indents ^ * M^y^^^S^^ «9 with the date 

paper thickness, so that the <Ucjcut Unes will have *crt gaps ^^^^^^^m then be removed from 

SSSassr-sssss 1 - ^^^^^ 
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J&JlS? "5? 7 \l hc ?^ CSI i is carry*** tbc article ioV.ntifl cation number a* well as spaces 

?,^^^^il^^? ttd ^^ to ^*« der ^receiving the date and sc^^ 

as ranfinmttton of rcccipc erf the item by the addressee, to apostallervice to of the typcSto n^an^cS 

FIGS. 6 and 7 illustrate a modified, multi-part mailing that an attempt was made to deliver a certified n^kemfimd 
form 110 according to a second embodiment of the inven- 5 to inform the recipient where they can pick ud the item. 
«f™V^ Alia the previous embodi^ 

reference oumerils have been used for Im parts as appro- the front sheet can be peeled away from the rear sheet 

pnate. However, the labels are arranged differently and the because of the noa+d£^co*ilL aligned win? these 

portion and label, as explained in detail below. w sheet by means of suitable die cut lines 42 ox lines of 

As in the first embodiment the form 110 comprises two perforations 1261,128 In the case of the side strips 13*431. 

sheets 12,14 of relatively thin sheet material such as paper Artrffrfrmalry. as la the Am ^mtw<i^h^ ^ r rr^j^ portion 

stock or lightweight card stock which does not exceed the ^7 is iW nrhahV fmm rtv» mm^n/W^^- f^rm yfr tear line 

rrurxfrnimi thickness for a laser printer. Upper sheet 12 and 22 addition to tear line 18. 

lower sheet 14 have a layer 16 of adhesive between them for w The rear face of the form 110 will 'be «ww to that 

permanently adhering the upper sheet to the lower sheet in illustrated in HO. 5 for the first embodiment, except for the 

some areas* such as the receipt portion 69 in the upper off-center positioning of the return postcard section 124 and 

right-hand corner of the form. Transverse lines 18 and 20 the additional side strip 152. The rear sheet can be peeled 

separate the form into three basic sections 180,182 and 184, away from the side strips 136,131 up to the lines of 

as in the first embodiment Lines 18 and 2# may be lines of & perforations 126,128, and the adhesive backing on strips 

perforations, as illustrated. Alternatively, the form may be 13#431 is men used as in the previous embodiments to 

separated into three parts by an automatic cutting and adhere the return postcard to an fr*^ being m»n~i On 

stacking machine, such as the Speedy Cutter of Moore, Ino, receipt by the addressee, the return postcard portion 124 is 

in which case it need not have lines of perforations, but will detached along the lines of perforations 125 and 128, and the 

simply be cut along the lines 18 and 20 automatically after 25 card ** mailed back to the sender to confirm receipt 

printing is complete. The form 110 win be manufactured and used in an 

The upper sheet has certain detachable label areas which equivalent manner to that of tha fi«t *miwv«T»^ ^^ft^ 

are aligned with corresponding areas of the lower sheet above, with the only differences being the provision of 

which are coated with a suitable non-adhesive release coat* a dd iti onal address label 11* in the upper form portion, the 

ing material 49 such as silicone gel material or (he like, 30 tHghtly different lay out in the central form portion, and the 

which prevents adhesive 16 from adhering to the tower addition of side strip 132 and label 134 in the lower form 

sheet The label areas differ from the first ^mW^m^nt ^ portion inrfmHng the return postcard, 

include three identical address label areas 114,115016 in the FIGS. *-lt illustrate a mailing form 140 according to 

upper portion 184 of the form. The m iddle portion 1 82 of the another embodiment of the invention, which is desiimedfor 

form include* an address label 117, a first label 118 carrying 35 situations where no inailing labels cr rece^ » 

the Fc*t Office article number for attaching to an item of FormMO is also made from two ahceUMl^c^relaWelv 

matlin the cMvetidoiial manner, a second labd 1W carrying thin sheet material such as paper stock or Usfatwe^card 

ul^a l ??^ 0r rCCQrds ' *** **** IJarow 8tock « uch « lightweight tag. As in toe jnxvious 

labels 12#,121.122 carrying informational indicia such as embodinymts, u^ rear siirfaa 

Return Receipt Requested", "Addressee's Address" and 40 with a layer of adhesive 143, while the upper surface of the 

-Restricted Delivery", for informing the post office carrier of lower sheet 142 is coated with a non-adhesive or release 

the conditions under which the item is to be delivered. The coating material 144 in certain areas which are aligned with 

&stl^ 118 nisy also bem^ted with a patch c^sui^ predetoimned detachable or peel-away areas cr^bTupper 

identifying compound or ink, such as taggant ink, which can sheet The form 140 consists of three identical form parts 

beused in automatic mail sorting machines to pick out 43 145446447, each of which has a detachable label 148 

certmed mail items. which carries a Post Office Identifying xiumber, such as a 

The lower, return receipt portion 184 differs slightly from certified mail tracking number. Bach f«-m p«t lnr\nfci 

portion 84 of tbc first embodiment since the return postcard side strips 149,15* which are aligned with underlying strips 

portion 124 between tear lines 125,126 is not centrally 151452 of the non-adhesive coating t™^.] 144. 

positioned, but is offset to one side of the form, so that the 50 The three form parts 145,146,147 ere separable from each 

section to me left of tear line 125 is wider than the strip or other by means of transverse tear lines 153454 or lines of 

section of the right of tear line 126. The return postcard perforations. Alternatively, a suitable cutting device may be 

portion has the same printed indicia and sections 70,71,72, used to separate the form parts after printing, and in mis case 

73J5 and 77 as in the first embodiment An additional the lines of perforations may be omitted. Each form part 

vertical tear line 128 is provided between tear line 125 and 55 includes a return txttteard portion l« *vhi<+ u .ft^u^ 

tte left-hand edge of the form. The area of side strip 13* to an item to be mailed via the adhesively backed side strips 

tt^ri^tcf tear liiie 126 aiKitte 149450, which can be peeled away from me iindcrfyiniz 

left of tear line 128 overlies underlying strip areas of lower ttrips of the rear sheet because of the underiyingrelensc 

sheet 14 which are coated with non-adhesive coating mate- coating strips 151452. Each form part also mcludes a side 

rul 49, so that the lower sheet can be peeled away in the strip 60 portion 156 which carries the identifying iiumber labd ^ 

regions outside tear lines 126 and 128, and the side strips can and which is secured to the return rostcard portions via a 

then be a^a^toajjitemtobcinailexlThc additional str^> vertical line of perforations 157. Vertical Hues of pcrfora- 

region 132 located between tear lines 125 and 128 includes tions 158,159 on each side of the return postcard portions 

* ^ 2* l * beX ^ Whkh lfi mU * ned with * caresponding 155 may be used to separate the return postcard from the 

underlying area of the second sheet which is coated with the 65 mailed item on delivery to the addressee. 

0^7^ ma ^\ i^ 13 ?^ comprise a the tipper sheet will be die cut along the lines 160 
Pd8tal S*™* 001111101 W** to letter carrier use, surrounding each of the Identifying numbc7labcls 148 The 
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lower sheet is die cut along lines 161,162 underlying the side itrip 185 parallel to line 187, to remove an unused end 

strips 149.150 so that the lower sheet can be peeled away portion of the form portion 176. 

along these strips to leave the adhesive coating exposed for Form portion 177 includes a recdr*portto^ 

arraying the return postcard to an item to be ^n^, in the to receipt portion 60 of the first embodiment but oriented 

same way as described above in the first embodiment. 5 pcipenoicular to portion 64, and like reference numerals 

Preferably, the ^ ^aTm^S 
carrying portion 156 correspond to a Post ^ce green return } ^ 

receipt form PS 3811. The front sheet of section 155 wffl ^ trans- 
include the appropriate printed indicia and areas forieceiv- - o ; VCTO £lIne 175. The lahelcarrymg portion 191 is separable 
ing the appropriate information, as in the previous w aWpajaiiel perforation line 195 from the portions 192 and 
embodiments, and like reference numerals have been used 103 which can then be separated along perforation line 196 
fcrlDccpamcrf me form The rear fa^ extending transvexsay between lines 194 an^ 

155 wffl be identical to that of the form part 84 of the first ^[Ibclbanylng portion 191 carries three identical address 
embodiment . labels 197 which arc separable from the ranainder of the 

The upper and lower sheets of the form in all of the 4^ 171 via die cut lines 198, and which are aligned with 
regions of the form which arc outside the areas of the lower regions of the lower sheet coated with release ™«riTi g 174 so 
sheet coated with release material 144 will be permanently ^ me ^^els may be peeled off. The adhesive layer 173 
secured together into an integral structure. The overall ^Hn g the rear faces of labels 197 may then be used to 
thickness of the form will be such that it can be used in a adhere the labels to an jtm to be rr*"^, a records sheet, a 
laser printer, so that the user can enter a series of names and k»h«j fh~* t or the Label carrying portion 192 carries 
addresses at a computer terminal, or download names and mother separable address label 199 aligned with a region of 
addresses from memory, in order to print them onto succes- release coating 174 on the lower sheet and separable from 
sivc form parts 145,146 and 147 and successive form sheets. thc froDt sheet along die cut line 200, This can be used for 
This will considerably speed up the procedure for certified keeping records of items mailed, in an equivalent manner to 
rpniiing of a large number of items or envelopes. Once 36 of the first embodiment described above. Label 

printed, the form can be separated into three separate form carrying portion 193 carries a removable label 201 which 
parts. The certified mail number label 148 on each form part carries the Post Office identifying number for the mailing 
is peeled off and suitably applied to successive items to be servkeused, such as Certified MaiL Label 201 is equivalent 
mailed, while the side parts 156 are detached along tear line to label 119 of the second embodiment described above, and 
157 and discarded. The strips of the rear sheet outside die cut ^ ^ tfg nc d with a region of release coating 174 on the 
lines 161 and 162 are peeled away, and each return postcard lowersheet and separable from the upper sheet along die cut 
155 is secured via the exposed marginal portions of adhesive line 202. 

backing side strips 149,150 to the appropriate item to be Return postcard 183 is identical to the return postcards 60 
mailed. On receipt by the addressee, the return fcrm M of the first f mH ^n» , lid of the second embodiment and 

is detached from the item via tear lines 158 and 159, and 155 of the third embodiment, and like reference numerals 
mailed back to the sender to confirm receipt have been used for like parts as appropriate. The side strips 

This form provides a convenient and i ne xp ens iv e way to 185 and 186 on each side of postcard 183 are aligned with 
prepare certified mafl items using a laser printer. It will corresponding strips of release coating 174 on the underiy- 
considerabry reduce the amount of time needed to prepare ^ 1^ lower sheet 172, as in the previous embodiments, and 
such items for mailing. appropriate die cut lines in thc lower sheet in the region of 

FIGS 11 and 12 illustrate a two layer form 170 according the side strips allow the lower sheet portions underlying the 
to another embodiment of the invention, which includes the tide strips to be peeled away, as in the previous 
sair^ basic form parts as in the second emrxxlimcnt but with ernbodirncnt*, so that thc side strips may be *4hae& to an 
a different layout In this embodiment rather than the form 45 envelope or package. The return postcart^sia^ strtos wiu 
Darts and labels being laid out transversely across the form first be separated from the remainder of the fom along tear 
sheet and separated by transverse tear line, as in the first lines 175481 and 189. As ^'^ t c ^^'^^^ / 
onbcKnrnerZme various form parts are laid out lengthwise me side strir« inay carry a d 

along the sheet and separated by a longitudinal tear line and a mail carrier in the event ti^ an ttem of certffied maU 
averse tear lines 30 carrot be delivered, as A 

^^££SZ* embodiments, the form 170 comprises * the embodiment or^OS. 6 ^JJ^^^^Z 
an upper shceTl71 and a lower sheet 17Z The upper sheet have a region coated wlttr *^ ££2fto 
nas bating 173 of adhesive material for securing the upper label 134 andlabd T134 trft emperor to permit it 
sheet tothelower sheet in all areas except for rxedctermined to be peeled away from theside strip if 
regions of the lower sheet which are coated with a non- 53 l^c^ 179 cf the form car^aie^ 
Xsrve ^release material 174 such as silicone geU label 2*1 which carries the Post Office »^ 
whereby thc front sheet is not permanently adhered to the the item of ^ 

rear sheet in these specific regions. the first embodiment the label 118 of the second 

^Ttarn 170 ir^te separated lengthwise along a first embodiincat and labels 148 of tr^ third ernboo^L Three 
loS^Snal lie ox^oS 175 in^ons 176477. 60 narrow labels W0**7 ^^^^^^ 
i^nn 176 im^Ta return postcard section 178 and a such as »Tlcturn Receipt Requested^, -Addressee s Address 
S^g 1 ^ m^arao^thc scotion 178 via and ^cted DcHver/% 

a Averse UnTof perforations 181. The remainder of carrier of the condtoons under which ^^**> * 
r^^l76 include. Jn*urn postcard 183 with side strips delivered, are located ^J^***^ 
^IW seoaratarfrom thc return postcard along pcrfora- 63 also be imrainted wim a patch of 

SSL W?VM ^e^dmg t^erse toline ^Another pound or ink. such as taggant ink, which canbe : used in 
So7perfc^^ 
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As in the previous embodiments, the blank areas of tarn « ^ ^^^^ * nOMdhc ^ c ***** on the 

170 will be imprmted by^ 5 inner face facing said first sheet; 

name and address and any other appropriate information, * onc 0011100 °* «M form Including one of said 

and the form will then be separated into its various parts for adhered areas being detachable from the remainder of 

use in preparing an item for certified maq and t™yW ^ * onn to provide a p^edeteonmedinailmg fccmpaTt, 

records of the mailing. The various lines of perforations used the sheets having prodetemunedptinWiiidkb 

to separate the form parts may be HfmJnnt^ alternative 10 on its outer face in said one adhered portion; 

embodirnents, and the form may instead be cut into its the inner face of the first sheet being coated with a laver 

vanous parts ato printing, using a suitable cutting device. of adhesive material for securing the first sheet to the 

The only lines of perforations which are required in this case second sheet the adhesive layer in said detadhahte 

181 when the item of mail is delivered. 13 , 77 . ■""^ MM1 

Although the procedure described above involves use of at least one tear line for detaching said 

separate, ^CTTa 2^ui^ ^"^^r^^T^^^^ 

such as laser printers, it will be uinierstood that thfsame! S^J?^ * <* tcc ^ d ***** 

two-sbect fcnrTmay be used in a continuous fonr* forlte extend^ perpeao^ 

type of printer which has a continuous paper feed. In this 20 ^par^saMniaili^ 

case, successive form lengths will be releasably secured oi^drxrton. and side strips on opposite ride, of said 

together via transverse lines of perforations, and the form portion outside said tear lines, the inner face of said 

wOl have detachable margins containing pin feed perform- second sheet being coated with non-adhesive material 

tions for engagement with the printer feed, as in my U.S. Pat. ^° uld dde ,tri P s * 

No. 5,190210 referred to above. 25 ** "™ c fotm M cljlimal claim 1, wherein said one 

The mailing form described above will considerably *da«red area comprises a return postcard having printed 

reduce the Ti n y needed to prepare items for certain special- indicia on both of its faces, including marked areas for 

ized mailing procedures such as TrftflM m*fi, AH the receiving predetermined information concerning a mailed 

needed both for addressing the item, addressing a confir- itcm * one of said areas on the outer face of said first sheet 

matioa copy, and providing a billing or wurfHng record copy, 30 comprising an addressee area for receiving the address to 

are provided on the same form in an easily A**rh * frfe which the item is to be mailed. 

fashion. The return postcard is of two layer paper stock, 3. The form as Halmr^ in rl*im 1, wherein each sheet is 

avoiding the need to use relatively thick card stock which of paper stock. 

cannot be conveniently integrated with paper forms* or fed 4. The feem as claimed in claim 3, wherein the combined 

through a laser printer or other printers which will not tike 3 , thickness of said sheets is no less than 0.007 inches, 

such stock With this invention, the same form also contains 5. The form as H*i<mi»H in rflaim 4, wherein the sheets are 

other documents needed for special mailing procedures, of equal thickness. 

including the receipt, the mail identifying number label, and 6, The form as claimed in claim 4 f wherein the first sheet 

labels concerned with other, optional services. The computer is thinner than the second i h~1 

is programmed to print the addressee address on the mailing „ 7. The form as rfftim^H in Haim 4, wherein the first sheet 

labels, bflling or record labels, and the return postcard in the is thicker than the second nhrrt 

same printing stage, in a quick and convenient manner, a. The form aa claimed in Halm 1 , including » pfrinifty uf 

Thus, these labels do not have to be prepared separately on tear lines *rt~»«wg through both sheets of the form and a 

a manual typewriter or the like as was necessary in the past plurality of die cut lines extending through only the first 

Mail preparation is thereby made faster and more efficient ' sheet of the form. 

than was previously possible. Manual entry of mailing 9. The form as claimed in claim 1, wherein the first sheet 

records in a record book is also not necessary with this form, has a plurality of Hi* nrt Hwm A-finJng «>ih a***m**k\ t ^rn y 

which provides labels which can be simply peeled away It. The form as claimed in claim 1* wherein each side 

from the form and adhered in the ap pro pri ate place in the strip of said second sheet has a third tear line ^tending 

mail record book ^ parallel to said first tear line for detaching part of each side 

Although some preferred embodiments of the invention strip from said portion to expose said adhesive for 

have been described above by way of example only, it wOl adhering the portion to an Item to be 

be understood by those skilled in the fidd that modifications 1L The form as claimed in Halm i t wherein said detach- 

may be made to the disclosed embodiments without depart- able areas include at least two M»ntfr»M address labels f or 

ing from the scope of the invention, which is fVfin^ by the 3J receiving an address to which an is to be m»*W . 

appended claims. IX The form as claimed in claim U, wherein said 

I claim: detachable areas jprlwfr three f^nti™] address labels. 

1. A mailing form, comprising: 13. TH* tnm *« ritim^H in rUfm 1 1 wfr^rrjn **j<f *w fl ^- 

first and second superimposed sheets, each sheet having able areas include at least one identifying number label for 

an inner face facing the other sheet and an outer face; & identifying and tracking a mailed item, 

the first sheet having a plurality of detachable areas which A mailing form, comprising: 

are drtarhahlr from the remainder of the first sheet, first and second superimposed sheets, each sheet having 

each detachable area having an adhesive backing facing an inner face facing the other sheet and an outer face; 

said second sheet; a layer of adhesive material between the inner faces of 

the first and second sheets being permanently secured 65 said sheets; 

together over predetermined, adhered areas of said the »nnw face of the second sheet being coated with a 

form; non-adhesive material in pr cdgtermituvi coated areas of 
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said inner face whereby the first sheet is adhered to the 
second sheet only in adhered areas outside said coated 
areas; 

the sheets having tear lines extending through both sheets 
whereby sections of the form can be separated from one 
another; 

the first sheet having tear lines extending through only the 
first sheet around predetermined non-adhered areas of 
the first sheet whereby said non-adhered areas can be 
detached from the remainder of the form, said non- 
adhered areas including labels for attaching to an item 
to be mailed; 

at least one of said separable form sections including an 
adhered area and comprising a predetermined mailing 
form part, each of said sheets having printed indicia on 
its outer face at least in said one form section; 

the form having a first tear line for detaching a portion of 
the form from the remainder of the form, said portion 
Including said predftcH"*! 1 ^ nmiiing form part and an 
additional part, said portion including at least three tear 
lines extending transverse to said first tear line, includ- 
ing a second tear line for detaching said additional part 
from said mailing form part, and a pair of tear lines for 
defining a central portion between said tear lines and 
side strips on opposite sides of said central portion 
outside said tear lines, the inner face of said second 
sheet being coated with non-adhesive material in said 
side strips. 

15. The form as claimed in claim 14, wherein one of said 
non-adhered label areas is located in one of said side strips. 

16. The form as daimcd in daim 15, wherein said one 
label area carries identifying *n«fgnt« for identifying an item 
to be mailed 

17. The form as d aimed in claim 16, wherein a second 
non-adhered label area carries the same identifying *ngfg nf» 
as said one label area. 

18. The form as d aimed in daim 14, wherein said form 
has three identical form sections separable along two, par- 
allel spaced tear lines, each of said form sections including 40 
one of said predetermined mailing form parts, the central 
portion of each mailing form part comprising a return 
postcard having printed indicia on both of its faces, includ- 
ing marked areas for receiving predetennined information 
concerning a mailed item, one of said areas on the outer face 43 
of said first sheet comprising an addressee area for receiving 
the address to which an item is to be mailed, 
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: , 19. The form as daimed in claim 18, wherein each of said 
form sections includes said additional part, and said addi- 
tional part includes a non-adhered area comprising a label 
carrying identifying insignia for identifying an item of mail. 

- 20. The form as claimed in claim 19, wherein said labels 
on said three form sections carry consecutive identifying 
numbers. 

ZL The form as claimed in claim 14, wherein said sheets 
are rectangular and said first tear line extends longitudinally 
along said form. 
22. A mailing form, comprising: 
first and second superimposed sheets, each sheet having 
an inner face facing the other sheet and an outer face, 
the sheets being rectangular and having opposite side 
edges and opposite upper and lower edges; 
a layer of adhesive material coating the entire inner face 
of the first sheet; 

the first sheet having a plurality of detachable, nonad- 
hered areas which are detachable from the remainder of 
the first sheet; 
the first and second sheets being permanently secured 
together over predetennined, adhered areas of the form; 
the second sheet having predetermined, non-adhered 
areas on its inner face which are aligned with said 
detachable areas of the first sheet, the non-adhered 
areas being covered with a non-adhesive coating, 
whereby the first sheet is permanently adhered to the 
second sheet only in areas outside said non-adhered 
areas; 

the first sheet having printed indicia on its outer face 
defining at least two separate form parts and a separa- 
tion region between said form parts extending across 
the entire sheet between opposite edges of said sheet; 
one of said form parts indnrifng a mailing form portion 
for attachment to an item to be mailed, the mailing form 
portion including a central, return postcard and side 
strips on opposite sides of the central postcard, and 
having a pair of tear lines « turfing transverse to said 
.separation region for separating each side strip from 
said return postcard; and 
the inner face of said second sheet being coated with 
non-adhesive material in said side strips. 



